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US Recommends Ways to Ease
Kosovo-Serbia Lake Dispute

Xhorxhina Bami Pristina  BIRN  June 24,2021 16:08

The US has issued a report on how to best manage an important reservoir disputed
between Kosovo and Serbia, in line with the commitments it made when the two

countries signhed the so-called Washington deal in 2020.

Ujman/ Gazivode lake. Photo: BIRN/ Denis Sllovinja

The US Department of Energy has finalized a feasibility report on the management of the disputed
Ujman/ Gazivode lake in accordance with the 2020 Washington deal signhed by former US President

Donald Trump, separately, with Kosovo and Serbia, as part of the two countries’ dialogue.

The US embassy in Pristina announced on Wednesday that it had delivered the report to the
government of Kosovo, “fulfilling one of the September 4 120201 Washington commitments”. The

government of Serbia has also received the report, according to the embassy in Pristina.

The strategically important reservoir was created in the 1970s in the mainly Serb-populated north of
Kosovo. It is claimed by both Serbia and its former province, which declared independence in

2008.
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The report provided four recommendations to improve the security of the water supply system.

First, infrastructure should be updated in accordance with World Bank recommendations.

Second, the Supervisory control and data acquisition, SCADA, an internationally recognised
centralized system of processing and controlling real-life data, should be introduced in collecting
data from the Ujman/ Gazivode hydro-power plant. The report said this will help Kosovo’s public
electricity Transmission, System and Market Operator, KOSTT, to manage electricity prices as well

as supply. In addition, SCADA will clarify the necessary investments in infrastructure,

Third, the report suggests implementation of commission and evaluation of the Iber river, which
flows into the lake. The commission would be useful in the EU-led Kosovo-Serbia dialogue by

bringing forward different management opportunities, including shareholding opportunities.

The report notes the example of the Grand Coulee dam in the Columbia river, regulated via a treaty
between the US and Canada. The fourth recommendation is to improve the predictions of water

supply.

Kosovo and Serbia on September 4, 2020 separately signed an agreement on economic, energy and

political issues with the US at a ceremony presided over by Mr Trump in Washington.

One of the agreed points was to work with the US on “a feasibility study for the purpose of sharing

[the disputed] Gazivode/Ujmani Lake, as a reliable water and energy supply”.

However, the Kosovo government, then led by Avdullah Hoti from the now opposition party

Democratic League of Kosovo, LDK, was criticized for including the lake in the Washington deal.

At a parliamentary session on Thursday, opposition MPs sought clarification from the government

on the likely implementation of the deal.

Abelard Tahiri, head of the parliamentary group of the opposition Democratic Party of Kosovo,
PDK, said the government needed to clarify whether the agreement would be implemented due to
its former rejection by current ruling party, Vetevendosje. “We have no obligations to the
commitments of the illegitimate Prime Minister of Kosovo when we return to office,” current PM

Albin Kurti had tweeted at the time the agreement was signed.

Hoti meanwhile requested an apology from Kurti, claiming the report proves that Kosovo’s
sovereignty was not in danger of being violated. “I told you, even then, do not rush, because time

brings everything to light,” he told MPs.
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Serbia-Kosovo Talks Fail To Make Progress Despite EU

Optimism

June 15, 2021 09:00 GMT
updated June 15, 202118:07 GMT

By RFE/RL's Balkan Service

A first round of talks between the leaders of Serbia and Kosovo on June 15 in Brussels
failed to make progress towards normalizing relations between the two Balkan neighbors.

Within hours of the meeting, the United States and European Union reiterated that they
would keep up joint efforts at reconciliation between the bitterly divided former Yugoslav
republics.

"We intend to further strengthen our joint engagement in the Western Balkans, including
through the EU-facilitated dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina on normalization of
their relations, and by supporting key reforms for EU integration," said a combined
statement following a summit among U.S. President Joe Biden, European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen, and European Council chief Charles Michel.

Serbian and Kosovar leaders last met a year ago as part of decade-long negotiations aimed
at resolving disputes that continue to taint relations more than 20 years after the 1998-
1999 Kosovo Warr.

Kosovo declared independence from Serbia in 2008, nearly a decade after the war between
ethnic Albanian separatists and the forces of rump Yugoslavia. The war ended after a 78-

day NATO bombing campaign that drove Belgrade's troops out.

For nearly a decade, a NATO-led peacekeeping force (KFOR) provided security while a
United Nations administration temporarily ran Kosovo.
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Kosovo's independence has been recognized by more than 100 countries including the
United States and all but five of the European Union's 27 member states. But Serbia still
considers the territory a southern province, and is supported by Russia and China.

The meeting in Brussels on June 15 was also the first since Kosovar Prime Minister Albin
Kurti, a left-wing reformist, claimed a landmark victory in February's parliamentary
elections - - pledging to take a new tack in talks with Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic.

The two leaders gave slightly differing accounts of the meeting, although both
acknowledged the lack of progress.

Vucic said Kurti had "demanded" Serbian recognition and refused to discuss a 2013 deal to
establish 10 Serbian-majority "municipalities" in Kosovo that has never been
implemented

"T've never attended this kind of a meeting in my life. Complete lack of responsibility,"
Vucic said in televised comments.

"The man [Kurti] came to ask me -- when are you going to recognize independent
Kosovo. I told him, 'Never,' and he exploded."

For his part, Kurti called the talks "constructive."

"We will take part in this process which is difficult," he told Kosovar media, adding: "The
Serbian side talked about old proposals, we brought four new proposals which were
refused by the Serbian side."

Despite EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell's initially optimistic assessment that "there is
a new momentum'" in discussing the unsolved issues of the Western Balkans, EU envoy

Miroslav Lajcak admitted that "it was not an easy meeting."

"Both leaders had a very open and frank exchange on what they each want from the
dialogue," Lajcak said.

Both sides agreed to push ahead with the talks and Lajcak said a new round would happen
before the end of July.

Both Washington and Brussels insist that normalization of relations between Belgrade and
Pristina is essential for their further integration into Euro-Atlantic institutions.
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Vucic: Compromise only solution for Kosovo and
Metohija, people decide

30/06/21 110:20

"We need a pragmatic approach, open doors for talks to find a solution, we
need to build trust, which takes time, as well as determination ofthe
international community to support Belgrade and Pristina in various ways in
reaching a solution,” said Vucic

Pretrazite Telegraf.rs...

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/10/2021 5:44:15 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 07/10/2021 5:44:15 PM

Photo: Tanjug/Rade Prelic

President of Serbia Aleksandar Vucic said last night that a rational, pragmatic approach is
needed to resolve the issue of Kosovo and Metohija, as well as readiness to talk in order to

find a compromise solution.

"We need a pragmatic approach, open doors for talks to find a solution, we need to build
trust, which takes time, as well as determination of the international community to support
Belgrade and Pristina in various ways in reaching a solution,” VVucic told Euronews Serbia,

Tanjug reported.

Asked what the Kosovo myth is, Vucic said that it is a myth - if we do not see that reality
changes every day and that we are not in an ideal position, as we often want to present
ourselves, but that, on the other hand, there is another part of the Kosovo epic, without

which we can't do, and that's the value of everything our ancestors have done.
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"hteo da joj pomognem da
prede ulicu"

Luka i Nikola su posle godinu
dana dosli iz Nemacke u
Beograd i priredili baki
Iznenadenje

"The myth is that everything is easy and simple and that we only need to tell the world - get
out of here, it is only ours and we should not talk about anything. And that's not easy to
connect with reality. But it is also a myth that the Serbian people do not claim any right to
Kosovo and Metohija. And, somewhere in between, a rational and compromise solution

should be found," said VVucic.

Both sides should make concessions

"Serbia is ready for a compromise, to talk about a compromise, and the people are the ones

who will decide,” VVucic said, referring to the position in the dialogue with Pristina.

Asked what a compromise is, Vucic said that even if he knew he would not say, because a

compromise solution should be reached in a way where both sides make concessions.

Asked to comment on the message of Patriarch Porfirije at Cazimestan that the Kosovo
Covenant is the foundation of freedom and creation of the Serb nation, and that every visit
to Kosovo and Metohija is a return to the fatherland, he recalled that not only the current but

also the previous patriarch, Irinej, said the same on several occasions.

"He spoke about spiritual values, the Kosovo Covenant concerning our state of mind and
what we should do in the future. Without going into what he wanted, and | know that he is

committed to preserving Kosovo and Metohija within Serbia, he thought about whether we

Pretrazite Telegraf.rs...
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"The unfreezing, although it seems attractive to many to freeze the conflict, leads to
catastrophe, unrest, conflicts, which no one needs, especially Serbia, which is moving

forward the fastest," he said.

When a statement of former Kosovo ambassador to the US Vlora Citaku - who said that time
works in favor of Serbia - was mentioned, he replied that if you look from her point of view

Serbia is getting stronger, that is true, but that is why the stakes are higher.

"You can get stronger when you have more investments, higher international reputation,

but you lose it all by interrupting negotiations, with incidents,"” VVucic stressed.
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